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THE GENEROSITY OF DONORS 
IS HELPING THE UNIVERSITY 
ACHIEVE ITS PRIORITIES:
 
 
P. 08 
 
EDUCATING  
TOMORROW’S LEADERS 
A new landmark building will provide  
the perfect learning environment for  
the next generation of architecture, 
building and planning professionals.

 
 
P. 10 
 
FINDING ANSWERS TO THE 
WORLD’S GRAND CHALLENGES  
Philanthropy is supporting research 
into technology which will help the 
blind to see.  

 
P. 12 
 
ENRICHING OUR  
COMMUNITIES  
A scholarship has allowed an 
Indigenous student to pursue his 
academic dreams and work towards 
supporting Indigenous children.
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Cover: Bachelor of Commerce student Felix Kramer, recipient 
of a Chancellor’s Scholarship and Melbourne Global Scholars 
Award, and Telethon team member. See pages 14 and 15 for 
more information on student giving and support. 
 
There are many thousands of stories of philanthropy untold. 
If you have a story of how the philanthropy of others shaped 
your time at the University please let us know.  
 
 
 
 

 
  
To share your story, or for fur ther information  
on our giving programs, please contact us:   
Megan McPherson, Head of Donor Stewardship 
Advancement Office, The University of Melbourne 
VIC 3010, Australia 
 
Email donor-relations@unimelb.edu.au  
or call +61 (0) 3 8344 1751

This year the University has entered one  
of the most exciting phases in its history  
with the launch of Believe – the Campaign  
for the University of Melbourne. It is the 
most ambitious such undertaking since 
the foundation of the University in 1853.

With your support, this Campaign  
will allow us dramatically to build on the 
innovative, life-changing work already 
carried out by the University – educating 
the leaders of tomorrow, finding answers to 
the world’s most important challenges, and 
strengthening our ties with communities in 
Australia and beyond. 

Already so many alumni and friends – 
5,400 in the last year alone – have shown 
their support for us by giving to the 
University. Every donation has impact, 
whether it goes to help a student  

MESSAGE FROM THE VICE-CHANCELLOR

MESSAGE FROM THE CAMPAIGN CHAIRMAN

I am proud, as Chairman of the Campaign,  
as an alumnus of this great University 
and as a donor, to lead this new chapter  
in philanthropy in Australia through 
Believe – the Campaign for the University 
of Melbourne. 

Melbourne has enjoyed a strong history  
of philanthropy which has provided 
students with the opportunity to study, 
delivered facilities for learning and 
research, and enabled a great breadth  
of academic teaching and research  
to flourish. The world is richer because  
of this.

Given changes to universities’ traditional 
funding sources, philanthropic support  
is now more important than ever. 

achieve their potential, to ground-breaking 
research or to enriching communities  
for the benefit of all. To all who have 
given, a sincere thanks.

Over the following pages, you can read 
just a few examples of how philanthropy 
is making a difference. I hope you will 
find it inspiring and if you have not 
already done so, consider joining me in 
supporting Believe – the Campaign for  
the University of Melbourne. 
 
 
Glyn Davis AC 
Vice-Chancellor

This Campaign will ensure the  
University can stand tall with the 
greatest universities in the world, all of 
which have a common ambition to have 
a lasting and positive impact on society 
– be that through educating great and 
compassionate leaders, or meeting  
global challenges through research.

Please join me in investing in something 
you believe in, something that will 
enhance lives locally and around  
the globe. 

 
Allan Myers AO QC 
Campaign Chairman
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CAMPAIGN UPDATE
 
 
Believe – the Campaign for the 
University of Melbourne, launched 
publicly in May this year, will 
transform lives. 
        

 
The Campaign seeks to raise $500 
million by 2017 to assist the University 
in three key priorities: 

•	 Educating Tomorrow’s Leaders 
Enabling the best and brightest 
students to achieve their potential

•	 Finding Answers to the World’s  
Grand Challenges 
Funding fellowships and endowing 
Chairs to tackle society’s greatest 
problems through groundbreaking 
research

•	 Enriching Our Communities 
Providing cultural, societal and 
economic benefits locally, nationally 
and globally, through improvements 
to our Indigenous programs, colleges, 
museums and campus facilities. 

Over 12,000 alumni, students, staff  
and friends have already donated and, 
with your fur ther support, we can  
have real, positive impact in all of  
these areas.

For the first time, this Campaign is 
to benefit the wider University as 
it encompasses support for the 
residential colleges, museums, sports, 
the Melbourne Theatre Company and 
Melbourne Business School.

$500 MILLION 
CAMPAIGN TO 
CHANGE LIVES 
—  

GENEROUS GIFTS  
WILL TRANSFORM  
TEACHING, RESEARCH  
AND COMMUNITIES

“Every donation genuinely helps  
and we are grateful for every gift.”

Sue Cunningham, Vice-Principal 
(Advancement)

WHO CAN GET INVOLVED?
Everyone! While some of Australia’s most 
generous philanthropic organisations 
and individuals have given large sums to 
the University, we have received gifts of 
all sizes from a wide range of people at 
all stages of their lives. Every cent given 
is greatly appreciated.

Sue Cunningham, the University’s  
Vice-Principal (Advancement) says: “Every 
donation genuinely helps and we are 
grateful for every gift and the involvement 
of all donors to the Campaign. Even the 
most modest donation, when combined 
with others, has the potential to have 
transformational impact for our students, 
research and the community.”

HOW ARE WE DOING SO FAR?
When we launched the Campaign publicly 
in May, a total of $249 million had 
already been raised. 

Among the gifts announced at launch 
was an immensely generous pledge of 
$10 million from Mr Allan Myers AO QC 
and Mrs Maria Myers AO, the largest gift 
ever pledged by individual donors to the 
University during their lifetime. The gift 
will provide vital support for the Faculties 
of Law and Arts, medical research, the 
Melbourne Theatre Company and for 
Newman College. 

The pledge also creates the Myers 
Campaign Fund to support priority 
projects and encourage additional 
philanthropic gifts.  

WANT TO FIND OUT MORE?
Visit the Campaign website:  
campaign.unimelb.edu.au

Watch the Campaign video:  
http://youtu.be/WYkvf468B1c 

OTHER RECENT GIFTS INCLUDE:

•	 $5 million from the Financial Markets 
Foundation for Children for a Chair of 
Developmental Mental Health – see 
page 6.

•	 $10 million from the Ian Potter 
Foundation, Mr Martyn Myer AO, Mrs 
Louise Myer and the Myer Foundation 
for the development of the Southbank 
Campus.

•	 $2.3 million from Mr John Higgins to 
establish the Gerry Higgins Chair in 
Positive Psychology in the Melbourne 
Graduate School of Education.

•	 $1 million in new scholarships,  
including more than $755,000 for 
scholarships at International House  
and University PhD students studying 
at the Murdoch Children’s Research 
Institute from Mr Leigh Clifford AO and 
Mrs Sue Clifford, and $200,000 for a 
medical scholarship at Janet Clarke Hall 
from Mrs Virginia Casey and Mr Nigel  
and Mr Richard Statham.

SUE CUNNINGHAM

THE HONOURABLE JUSTICE JOHN MIDDLETON

•	 $11,000 which was given collectively 
by 600 Melbourne students who 
contributed towards the provision  
of student hardship grants. 

•	 A bequest of more than $3 million 
from Mrs Noel Shaw to assist with 
the refurbishment of the Baillieu 
Library. This was in addition to her 
lifetime giving. 

A SOUND INVESTMENT
The University of Melbourne has a long 
and impactful history of philanthropy. 
Gifts from alumni and friends have 
enabled the University to extend into new 
fields of research, ensure the brightest 
students can access excellence through 
scholarships, bursaries and awards,  
and provided learning environments  
that inspire.

With the launch of the Campaign, we look 
forward to welcoming many more people  
to our valued community of donors.

With that in mind, the University  
of Melbourne Foundation has been  
established to oversee all of the  
University’s philanthropy practices  
and policies, and ensure that when you 
donate to the University of Melbourne, 
you can be confident that your gift is 
having the maximum impact. 

Foundation Chair, Justice John Middleton, 
says: “I am honoured to be the inaugural 
chair of this important organisation, and 
to be playing a part in the Campaign for 
the University of Melbourne, which will 
have transformational impact on our 
students, our communities and the  
wider world.” 
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FINANCIAL MARKETS 
FOUNDATION

BOOST FOR 
CHILDREN’S 
MENTAL 
HEALTH 
—  

GIFT WILL EXTEND 
PIONEERING RESEARCH

“Understanding how we can 
intervene early on to prevent  
further development of mental 
health issues later in life is 
incredibly positive for families  
and the community.”

Paul Robertson AM,  
The Financial Markets  
Foundation for Children

 
 
The environments into which 
children are born and grow up 
become key components of early 
brain development, setting children 
on a developmental pathway that 
impacts health and wellness across 
their lifespan and across generations. 
The origins of many mental illnesses 
– including depression, anxiety and 
emotional disorders – have their 
genesis in early childhood, and left 
unchecked can contribute to ongoing 
mental illnesses for teenagers and  
young adults. 

 
Understanding these highly vulnerable 
stages of early child development has 
long been recognised as a key health 
priority locally and globally – yet research 
findings highlight a need to improve 
understanding of the development 
process of brain and mind in order  
to develop effective approaches  
to prevention and treatment. 

Now, thanks to a gift from leading 
executives from Australia’s financial 
community, significant progress can  
be made in this critical field.

The Financial Markets Foundation 
for Children has generously given 
$5 million to the Campaign for the 
University of Melbourne to create the 
Financial Markets Foundation Chair  
of Developmental Mental Health.

The Chair builds on strong collaboration 
between the world-leading Royal 
Children’s Hospital and the University  
of Melbourne.

Managed by a Board of Directors from 
Australia’s leading banks and chaired  
by Mr Glenn Stevens, Governor of the 
Reserve Bank of Australia, the Financial 
Markets Foundation for Children supports 
projects that promote and improve the  
health and welfare of Australian children.  
With an emphasis on early intervention 
and prevention strategies, the Financial  
Markets Foundation Chair of Developmental  
Mental Health will provide leadership in 
research, clinical practice and teaching, 
with the aim of improving the health and 
wellbeing of children who are vulnerable  
to mental illness.

Mr Paul Robertson AM, board member 
of the Financial Markets Foundation for 
Children and Chairman of St Vincent’s 
Health Australia, says the Foundation is 
thrilled at the prospect of working with 
the University of Melbourne to build a 
pioneering research program in the field 
of developmental mental health.

“The possibility of creating a permanent 
Chair of Developmental Mental Health,  
led by a world-class professor with 
outstanding clinical and research 
expertise, was very appealing to us 
– particularly given the critical mass 
of medical research organisations in 
Melbourne’s Parkville precinct,”he says.

The Chair will be a vital element within  
a matrix of specialist paediatric Chairs 
appointed by the University, including  
the Apex Australia Foundation Chair in 
Developmental Medicine at the Royal 
Children’s Hospital and the Jack Brockhoff 
Chair of Child Public Health within the  
Melbourne School of Population and Global  
Health – bringing together leadership  
in paediatrics and child mental health 
and wellbeing from the University, the  
Royal Children’s Hospital, the Murdoch  
Children’s Research Institute, the

Royal Melbourne Hospital, the Royal 
Women’s and the Mercy Hospital  
for Women.

The Chair will be integrated into this 
matrix under the joint leadership of 
Professor Ian Everall, Cato Chair of 
Psychiatry and Professor Paul Monagle, 
Stevenson Chair of Paediatrics. 

“With its diverse program of clinical 
research and expertise in psychiatry 
and mental health across the lifespan, 
the University is well placed to tackle 
this critical health challenge,” says 
Professor Everall.

This gift from the Financial Markets 
Foundation for Children will enable the 
University and its partners to achieve their  
shared vision of making life-changing 
discoveries to improve the mental health 
and wellbeing of children.

“Mental illnesses in childhood can 
have a major impact on the wellbeing 
of families, schools, workplaces and 
communities,” says Mr Robertson.

“Understanding how we can intervene 
from a medical or therapeutic point  
of view early on to prevent fur ther 
development of mental health issues  
later in life is incredibly positive for 
families and the community. We are very 
happy to be supporting this research.”

THE GIFT FROM THE FINANCIAL 
MARKETS FOUNDATION FOR CHILDREN 
WILL HELP YOUNG PEOPLE LEAD 
HAPPIER LIVES
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When the latest landmark building 
on the University’s campus is 
completed, there will be many 
different people and organisations 
to thank. 

BUILDING A  
BETTER FUTURE

 

GREAT DESIGN 
TO INSPIRE 
GREAT MINDS 
—  

GENEROUS GIFTS SUPPORT 
LANDMARK BUILDING 
PROJECT

“I feel honoured and very happy to 
have the opportunity to participate 
in this project.”   
Andrew Lee King Fun, Donor

The Architecture, Building and Planning 
building, designed by John Wardle 
Architects and NADAAA, will be a hub 
for design research, experimentation 
and innovation.

The construction of this iconic building  
is only possible through the generosity  
of many different people. Donations have 
come from a wide range of sources – 
individuals, groups and organisations, in 
Australia and overseas. Every gift, large 
or small, is playing a part in making the 
vision a reality.

Here we meet just a few people who have 
taken the opportunity to get involved.

GIVING IS A PLEASURE  
AND AN HONOUR 
Mr Andrew Lee King Fun had already 
graduated with a Bachelor of Architecture 
from Hong Kong University before he 
decided to further his education with  
an extra final year at the University  
of Melbourne. 

Back in 1959, he found the atmosphere 
at Melbourne exciting and refreshing. 
He loved studying here, and was bowled 
over by the informality and friendliness of 
the students and lecturers. 

Studying and later tutoring at the 
University gave Mr Lee an innovative 
slant on his profession that has served 
him to this day. He is proud that his 
son Douglas (now a Director in the firm 
of Andrew Lee King Fun & Associates) 
graduated from the Faculty and that 
his grandson shows every sign of also 
becoming an architect. 

The many different nationalities he 
encountered here in Melbourne, and the 
support shown to all of them, particularly 
impressed Mr Lee. Asked why he chose 
to make a very generous gift to the Faculty, 
Mr Lee says he shares Dean Tom Kvan’s 
vision for the new building as one where 
students can keep abreast of the latest 
developments in sustainability. 

“It has always been my wish that a  
sustainable training ground be developed 
for the better learning of future 
professionals,” Mr Lee says.

“I feel honoured and very happy to  
have the opportunity to participate  
in this project.”

 
A PARTNERSHIP 
STRENGTHENED BY TIME
Mr Peter Hansen OAM is proud to be  
the third generation of his family to have  
led the family firm, Hansen Yuncken Pty 
Ltd, and even prouder to have seen the 
four th – in the shape of his children 
Richard and Louise – take up the mantle 
of leadership. 

Hansen Yuncken, an Australian success 
story which will celebrate its centenary 
in 2018, has had a long-standing 
involvement with the University. 

Both of Mr Hansen’s sons studied  
here, but tragically, eldest son Michael  
died while completing his studies in 

construction. The family’s generosity 
led them to dedicate the Hansen 
Yuncken Prize in Michael’s memory. 

Mr Hansen, his son Richard and his 
daughter Louise have all served on the 
Faculty’s Building Advisory Committee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Hansen Yuncken has been responsible 
for many buildings on the University 
campus, most recently the refurbishment 
of our iconic Engineering Building, which 
dates from 1899. 

The firm has always believed in 
supporting the best training for young 
people interested in careers in the 
construction industry, and Mr Hansen is 
convinced that this policy has delivered 
back to the company.

“As a local company and a leader in the 
industry in this country, we have worked 
closely with many universities over many 
years to enable building students to 
receive the best training. It makes good 
business sense and we see it as part  
of our social responsibility.”

THE POWER OF MANY
Well before the design brief for the  
new building was out, a visionary group  
of Singapore alumni came together 
under the leadership of Mr Alan Choe 
(BArch 1957), Mr Alfred Wong (BArch 
1953) Mr Daniel Teo (BArch 1970)  
and Mr Koh Seow Chuan (BArch 1963). 
Together they made a commitment to 
raise $1 million towards the Faculty of 
Architecture, Building and Planning’s 
grand vision.

Rather than giving individually, the group 
chose to harness the power of many, 
and to set an example of generosity to 
other Singapore alumni. Their generosity 
will be recognised in a dedicated space 
within the new building. 

This example has inspired others, and six 
giving groups have since formed around 
age and geographic cohorts, and in some  
cases around the collective wish to 
honour someone who has meant a lot to 
the group and contributed significantly  
to an aspect of Faculty history. 

BACK ROW, LEFT TO RIGHT: KOH SEOW CHUAN,  
TAY LEE SOON, TAN KAH HOE, THEO GOUSKOS (ABP), 
DANIEL TEO

FRONT ROW, LEFT TO RIGHT: ALFRED WONG,  
ALAN CHOE, DEAN TOM KVAN (ABP), PROFESSOR 
PHILIP GOAD (ABP)

ANDREW LEE KING FUN

PETER HANSEN OAM
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Professor Anthony Burkitt and his 
team at Bionic Vision Australia have 
worked tirelessly for over a decade 
to develop a bionic eye, which will 
restore vision to thousands suffering 
from degenerative eye conditions. 
Thanks to generous philanthropic 
support, the project is fast becoming 
a reality.   
     

 
2012 witnessed a crucial development, 
with three patients receiving the first 
bionic eye prototypes. Professor Burkitt is 
delighted with the results, with all three 
responding well. The inaugural recipient  
– Ms Dianne Ashworth – was the first  
to tell her story to the public last year. 

“Dianne is progressing extremely well,” 
Professor Burkitt says.

“She is now at the stage of being able 
to differentiate shapes and can give us 
the fuller feedback we need to progress 
to the next stage.”

The bionic eye consists of a camera, 
attached to a pair of glasses, which 
transmits high-frequency radio signals 
to an implant at the back of the eye.  
A microchip in the implant converts 
these signals into electrical impulses, 
which are sent through electrodes to 
the optic nerve and the brain’s vision 
processing centre, where an image  
is interpreted.

This technology is specifically targeted  
at patients with advanced age-related 
macular degeneration and retinitis 
pigmentosa – the leading causes of 
blindness in Australia. 

BIONIC VISION AUSTRALIA
  

SEEING THE  
BIG PICTURE 
—  

TECHNOLOGY WILL HELP 
PATIENTS AFFECTED BY 
BLINDNESS

“We are aiming to provide the 
benefit of sight to patients with 
profound vision loss.”  
Professor Anthony Burkitt,  
Bionic Vision Australia

The next stage involves testing a more 
highly developed prototype, containing 
98 electrodes. The researchers aim to 
achieve a significant improvement on 
the vision Ms Ashworth can experience 
with the current 24-electrode model.

“With each development, there is a 
miniaturisation of the technology and 
the possibility of providing benefit to  
a large number of patients,” Professor 
Burkitt says.

Professor Burkitt likens the current 
development phase to that of the 
cochlear ear implant, first developed  
at the University in the early 1980s. 

“Originally, cochlear implants were seen 
as an aid to lip-reading,” he recounts.

Yet goals broaden over time, with 
research and development leading  
to ever-greater horizons.

“In the case of cochlear implants, 
technology has developed over the last 
30 years to the point where people can 
use those devices to hear on mobile 
phones and previously deaf children can 
integrate in the classroom,” Professor 
Burkitt says.

“We are aiming to provide the benefit  
of sight to patients with profound  
vision loss.”

The University is a proud partner and  
the administering organisation of  
Bionic Vision Australia – a collaborative 
consortium initiated by the Australian 
Research Council (ARC). 

Alongside the University of Melbourne, 
Bionic Vision Australia boasts the 
expertise of the Bionics Institute,  
the Centre for Eye Research Australia,  
the University of New South Wales  
and NICTA (previously National ICT  
Australia Ltd).

Professor Burkitt credits the organisation 
and efficiency of all major partners in 
getting the bionic eye project this far.

“Everyone has got together and had a 
very clear focus on producing devices 
that will be useful to patients,” he says.

“The bionic eye project involves much 
integration and working to some very tight 
timelines – for instance, the engineering 
work has to be done in collaboration with 
the surgeons, who work in collaboration 
with the clinicians.”

In 2009, Bionic Vision Australia won a 
major grant from the Australian Research  
Council, which provided a significant 
injection of resources to boost the 
bionic eye project. Just four years later, 
researchers hope to commence tests 
with the 98 and 256-electrode bionic 
eye models.

In an effort to support bionic eye 
research into 2014, the University 
launched a fundraising appeal for the 
bionic eye in November 2012. Channel 
7’s Sunday Night program featured an 
interview with Ms Ashworth and footage 
of the moment her implant was turned 
on for the first time. 

Ms Ashworth described the range of 
light and shapes that appeared, in what 
the chairman of Bionic Vision Australia, 
Professor David Penington AC, described 
as the project’s ‘eureka moment’.

The Australian public responded 
generously to the program’s appeal for 
further funding. Many have been moved 
by the project’s aims and have donated 
towards furthering the bionic eye.

Vision is now a realistic ambition rather 
than a dream for many, thanks to the 
work of bionic eye researchers and  
their patrons.PROFESSOR  

ANTHONY BURKITT
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HELPING 
COMMUNITIES 
THROUGH 
EDUCATION 
—  

SCHOLARSHIP OPENS DOORS 
FOR INDIGENOUS STUDENTS 
AND IN TURN WILL IMPROVE 
OUTCOMES FOR INDIGENOUS 
CHILDREN

“I would encourage anyone 
considering donating to the 
University of Melbourne to  
look at it as a way of building  
social capital in the community.”

Scott Winch, Scholarship Recipient

THE SCOVELL-GARDNER FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP Improving the number of Indigenous 
children attending school, and in turn 
producing better social outcomes 
for them, has been a key focus for 
academics and policymakers in  
recent years.       

It’s something that PhD student Scott 
Winch feels passionate about. Now, 
through his PhD research, generously 
supported by the Scovell-Gardner 
Family Scholarship, Scott is helping 
find solutions to help Indigenous 
communities around Australia. 

Scott’s research is aimed at 
understanding the behaviours and 
attitudes of Indigenous children in 
Victoria during their primary school 
years. It is providing insights into the 
barriers and enablers that Indigenous 
children experience; especially the 
impact children’s peers have on  
their education. 

It is hoped his research will enable  
the development of policy strategies  
to decrease truancy and improve school 
completion rates, and help Indigenous 
children with the transition to secondary 
school. Scott says education was 
crucial in improving social outcomes 
for young Indigenous people, and 
enhancing leadership capacity within 
their communities.

“One of the things I realised is that 
Aboriginal people already have the 
knowledge of our own communities, 
processes, customs and things like 
that, but in the past a lot of us haven’t 
had the technical skills to be able to 
translate that knowledge to the needs 
of our communities and create good 
leaders,” says Scott. 

“It’s important that we build that 
capacity of technical skills, because 

in the end, we are the experts in 
what goes on in our communities, 
and there is no point in trying to get 
other people to come in and try to 
fix our problems. It should be about 
us increasing our own capacity to 
undertake those functions ourselves, 
and building our own social capital to 
make our communities better. 

“It creates a sense of self-determination, 
and mastering control over your destiny 
to produce good social outcomes.”

Scott understands well the barriers 
many people face when considering 
education. The decision to take up 
study, particularly a PhD, as a mature 
age student was something he had to 
think long and hard about. “It was a big 
decision for me to go back and do a 
PhD in Applied Epidemiology, because 
at the time I was working,” says Scott.

“Of course this situation is universal and 
doesn’t just affect Indigenous students, 
but I guess for a lot of Indigenous 
students, we don’t come from a great 
financial background, or we generally 
don’t have family and friends who can 
financially support us long-term.”

Scott’s situation is exactly the kind of  
issue that donors Heather Scovell and Ian 
Gardner, along with their children, wanted 
to alleviate when they established the 
Scovell-Gardner Family Fund Scholarship 
for Indigenous Student Support in 2011. 

The family strongly valued higher 
education, and particularly wanted to 
support higher education for Indigenous 
students in Australia. Scott became 
one of two students to be awarded the 
inaugural Scovell-Gardner Scholarships. 

“Winning this scholarship was really 
important to me, as being a mature  
age student, which many Indigenous 

students are, creates difficulties in 
finding the time to study,” says Scott.

“Scholarships and bursaries can make a  
huge difference to cost-of-living expenses, 
which allow you to go to conferences 
and field trips which are an important 
part of doing a PhD. It gives you peace 
of mind to know that you have some of 
those costs covered, and can then focus 
on your research or study. It gives  
you security.

“It allows more Aboriginal students to 
undertake PhDs, and that’s an important 
thing in educating our people, and 
producing good role models and leaders.” 

Originally from Wollongong, Scott said 
the support networks available to him 
at Melbourne also encouraged him to 
continue his research.

“The University of Melbourne was really 
good to me, and put a strong support 
network together that included other 
Indigenous students as well as other 
PhD students, providing an environment 
where we could swap ideas, present 
our work and get great feedback from 
everyone,” says Scott. He hopes many 
more Indigenous students will benefit 
from the same opportunities in the 
future – which can only benefit society 
as a whole.

“I would encourage anyone considering 
donating to the University of Melbourne 
to look at it as a way of building social 
capital in the community, and of being 
an important way of empowering  
people to solve problems in their own 
communities,” says Scott.

“I gained a lot from my scholarship,  
and it would be great if more people 
could have those opportunities.”  
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THE UNIVERSITY OF 
MELBOURNE HAS MORE  

THAN 300,000 LIVING ALUMNI.  
IF EACH OF THEM GAVE:

University again. It was nice to talk to a 
student who wanted to study hard towards 
a good career. She was interested in my 
time at University and it brought back 
many good memories. I enjoyed talking 
to her and I am grateful to have had the 
opportunity to share my experiences with 
her, particularly as she is interested in 
studying medicine in the future.

While we were talking I remembered the 
feeling I had when I was given the student 
loan and decided to make a gift towards 
helping students in financial need. 

For me, university is an important life 
event. If I can afford it, I’m happy to 
help other students achieve. 

THE UNIVERSITY  
ANNUAL APPEAL

 

CONNECTING & 
CONTRIBUTING 
—  

SMALL GIFTS MAKE  
A BIG DIFFERENCE

 
 
The Annual Appeal encourages 
continued, regular support from the 
University’s community of donors 
through direct mail appeal letters 
and telethons. The Annual Appeal 
is all about the power of collective 
giving, that is, many people giving  
small gifts can make a big difference. 

 
 
The University’s Annual Appeal 
Telethon brings current and past 
students together in an exercise 
that is as much about forging 
connections as raising funds.  
 
Biomedicine student Clare Thomas 
(above) was one of 26 student 
callers who staffed the Telethon 
lines in 2012. She called medicine 
graduate Dr Albert Lou, who is now  
a successful doctor in Dandenong. 
 
Here they share their experiences  
of being on either end of the 
Telethon line.  
      

So the idea of giving something back to 
the University by working at the Telethon 
was a big motivating factor. It was also 
a good opportunity to talk to alumni 
and learn more about the career paths 
available. And it is a really good thing 
to have on your resume – it’s great to 
be able to tell employers that you are 
comfortable talking to people you’ve 
never met.

I really enjoyed talking to Dr Lou. He told  
me a lot about his experiences as a 
medical student, and it was clear that he 
empathised with many current students 
who are struggling financially. I’m really 
grateful that he shared so much of  
his story with me because it was  
really inspiring.

He encouraged me to give back, when 
I have a little more money. I’ve already 
made a small donation to the Student 
Appeal and I intend to give more in future. 
It’s really important. Without giving there 
would be many students who wouldn’t  
be able to complete their studies.

 
DR ALBERT LOU
I came to the University of Melbourne 
from Hong Kong, where my family lived, 
and I completed my medical degree in 
1980. My time at the University was a 
struggle because I was a poor student. 
I was far away from my family and had 
to study hard, because everything was 
new to me, as well as doing part-time 
work. Working meant I had less time 
to concentrate on my studies.

After two years I got a student loan 
from the University, which helped, but  
I have never forgotten what it was like 
to struggle. I’ve always been aware 
that many students face hardship.

When Clare called during the Telethon, 
I felt a sense of belonging to the 

CLARE THOMAS
As a recipient of a Melbourne National 
Scholarship, I understand how important 
philanthropy can be. I don’t know what I 
would have done without it. Biomedicine 
has a lot of contact hours so it’s very 
hard to find a part-time job that fits in. 
The scholarship allows me to focus on 
my studies. I am really, really lucky.

OUR STAFF BELIEVE IN US TOO
The number of University of Melbourne staff and students giving back is  

also increasing. In 2012 nearly 900 current and former staff made donations  
to the University, which is 39% more than in 2008. Of the staff donors, 237 gave  

at Chancellor’s Circle level, which is a huge 78% more than in 2008. 

And in total more than 700 volunteers have given their time to the Student  
Appeal since 2006, raising more than $73,000. This has provided for 120  

student rental assistance grants and four scholarships.

THANK YOU! WHAT IF? THE TELETHON  
EXPERIENCE IN NUMBERS

STUDENTS EMPLOYED

AVERAGE DONATION DONATIONS &  
PLEDGES MADE

OF AMAZING ALUMNI & 
DONOR STORIES SHARED

PHONE NUMBERS DIALLED

By encouraging supporters to give 
each and every year, the Annual Appeal 
provides support to core activities of  
the University in an increasingly 
uncertain climate. 

$

620 STUDENTS COULD  
RECEIVE SCHOLARSHIPS 

OF $5,000

10 18$

10 NEW ACADEMIC CHAIRS 
COULD BE ESTABLISHED  

AND PERMANENTLY  
ENDOWED

465 PhD CANDIDATES  
COULD RECEIVE RESEARCH 

SCHOLARSHIPS OF 
$30,000

45$

Annual Appeal donations are directed 
toward areas of greatest need across the 
University, which may include financial aid 
and scholarships for students, funding for 
research, or campus maintenance. 

The Annual Appeal makes funds available 
for use as and when required, so the 
University can commit to long term projects 
secure in the knowledge that funding will 
continue to be available.

In 2012 more friends and alumni than 
ever before gave to the University Annual 
Appeal. As this generous community 
grows, so too does the difference we 
can make.

Donors 
2,197

Gave 
$0.8m 

—

Donors 
2,971

Gave 
$1m 
—

Donors 
2,467

Gave 
$1.2m 

—

Donors 
3,291

Gave 
$1.5m 

—

Donors 
4,208

Gave 
$1.8m 

—
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BEQUEST HITS 
THE RIGHT 
NOTE 
—  

PIANIST LEAVES A LEGACY 
FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS 
OF MUSICIANS

“Being a recipient of the       
 scholarship gives me a lot of     
 encouragement and motivation.”  
 Trombone player Adrian King

DONALD WILLIAM 
THORNTON BEQUEST

A generous bequest from a music lover 
is helping young musicians achieve 
their dreams.

Donald William Thornton was an 
examiner of piano and music theory for 
the Australian Music Examinations Board 
(AMEB) for more than 40 years, and the 
chair of AMEB Victoria and of AMEB’s 
federal board for several terms.

When he died in 2011 he left $800,000 
to the University in his Will to provide 
scholarships for students in the Faculty 
of Music, now part of the Faculty of 
the Victorian College of the Arts and 
Melbourne Conservatorium of Music.

Bachelor of Music student Adrian King 
says he is ‘very honoured’ to have been  
chosen to receive a Donald William 
Thornton Scholarship this year.

“The scholarship provided great aid in 
the purchase of a new instrument this 
year, a 1967 Conn 35H alto trombone. 
The instrument belonged to Michael

Philanthropy has far-reaching impact. 
Here are just some examples of how 
our generous donors have supported 
our students to travel abroad to study, 
volunteer and conduct research.      
      

HANOI, VIETNAM 
Helping children  
with congenital facial 
deformities smile with 
Operation Smile (Peter 
McPhee Student Awards)

NEPAL 
Researching the first 
ever written grammar 
and dictionary of the 
Lamjung Yohlmo (Alma 
Hanson Scholarship)

INDONESIA 
Researching the integration 
of mental health care into 
primary care services in 
Indonesia (Riady Travelling  
Scholarship)

TIMOR LESTE 
Improving outcomes 
in community-based 
tuberculosis treatment 
programs at the Klibur 
Domin Rehabilitation  
Centre (Peter McPhee 
Student Awards)

CHENNAI, INDIA 
Helping to eradicate 
blindness in disadvantaged 
Indian communities by 
working with ophthalmic  
staff of the Pranav 
Foundation and distributing 
spectacles collected in 
Australia (Peter McPhee 
Student Awards)

NGONG, KENYA 
Establishing academic 
achievement awards  
in orphanages as part  
of the Kenyan Early  
Childhood Education  
Program (International 
House Global Citizenship 
Award)

ITALY 
Researching the work  
of 17th century writer  
and singer Margherita  
Costa (The Emma Grollo  
Memorial Scholarship)

NEW YORK, USA 
Undertaking an International 
Internship in the Exhibitions 
Department of Independent 
Curators International (Ursula 
Hoff Art History Scholarship)

THE WORLDWIDE IMPACT 
OF GIVING

Bertoncello, who was my teacher in the 
first year of my degree, and has always 
been a mentor and inspirational figure 
for me,” he said.

“I performed the first live concert on 
the instrument on the 12th of May this 
year, playing Brahms’ German Requiem 
at Melbourne Town Hall. 

“Being a recipient of the scholarship also 
gives me a lot of encouragement and 
motivation to continue working as hard  
as I can towards my dream of playing in  
a world class orchestra.”

For Alden Kefu Cai, receiving a Donald 
William Thornton Scholarship has allowed 
him to explore his passion for the  
French horn.

Alden majors in composition, but also 
studies the French horn as a Special 
Study. The scholarship pays for this  
study fee.

Alden said: “I was utterly surprised and 
delighted when I received an email about 
the awards from my convener of brass, 
Don Immel. I promise to maintain my 
loyalty and unrelenting endeavours to try 
as much as I can to contribute and stay 
focussed on my horn studies. Words 
cannot reflect how deep my gratitude  
is for this scholarship.”

FACTS

More than 37,000 of our 
alumni live outside Australia, 

in over 150 countries.

We have donors from  
45 different countries 

So far, $44 million has been 
raised for the Campaign from 

outside Australia

If you are interested in leaving 
a bequest, please contact Bequests  
Manager Robyn Krause-Hale  
on +61 3 8344 1745.
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BY SUPPORTING BELIEVE 
- THE CAMPAIGN FOR THE 
UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE, 
YOU CAN HAVE IMPACT ON 
LIVES TODAY AND IN THE 
FUTURE. THERE ARE MANY 
WAYS TO BE PART OF THIS 
EXCITING INITIATIVE.

VISIT THE  
CAMPAIGN WEBSITE: 

campaign.unimelb.edu.au 

JOIN US AT A CAMPAIGN  
LAUNCH EVENT IN 2013:

Kuala Lumpur – 21 September

Jakarta – 23 September

Singapore – 24 September

Hong Kong – 26 September

Sydney – 29 October

Canberra – 30 October

New York – 19 November

More events will be announced  
in 2014.

MAKE A GIFT TODAY:

Use the giving form in this booklet,  
call +61 3 9035 4054 or donate  
online at campaign.unimelb.edu.au 

 
CONTACT US: 

Advancement Office

The University of Melbourne 
Victoria 3010 Australia

Tel: +61 3 8344 1751  
(general enquiries) or  
 
+61 3 9035 4054 
(gift-related enquiries)

Email: i-believe@unimelb.edu.au 

FOR MORE INFORMATION  
AND TO REGISTER, VISIT:  
campaign.unimelb.edu.au/news-and-events

HOW TO GET INVOLVED

JOIN US! 
— 

YES! I WANT TO SUPPORT THE CAMPAIGN FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE BY MAKING A GIFT TO...

I WANT TO MAKE AN ANNUAL GIFT OF:

I WANT TO MAKE A SINGLE GIFT OF:

I WANT TO MAKE A MONTHLY GIFT OF: GIFT DURATION:Chancellor’s Circle Level

Chancellor’s Circle Level

Chancellor’s Circle Level

 $10      

Enclosed is my cheque or money order (payable to The University of Melbourne) or

Card Number Expiry CCV (4 digits for Amex only)

Please charge my credit card: VISA MASTERCARD AMERICAN EXPRESS (for single gifts only)

 $85   

 $1,000    

 $1,000    

 $150   1 year  

3 years  

2 years 

Until further notice   

 $5,000   

 $5,000   

 $100     

Please do not publicly acknowledge this gift

 $100     

 $25     

 $250     

 $250     

 $50      Other $    

Name as it appears on card Signature

 Other $    

 Other $    

 $500     

 $500     

  The Campaign for the University of Melbourne – the University’s highest priorities.

   Educate Tomorrow’s Leaders – enable the best and brightest students to achieve their potential through scholarships.

   Find Answers To The World’s Grand Challenges – fund fellowships and endow Chairs to tackle society’s greatest challenges through groundbreaking research.

   Enrich Our Communities – through investing in our campuses and facilities. 

Or a gift to support a specific area:

  The Faculty of:                                                                    Other eg Colleges, Sport, Library, Museums and the MTC:

  Immediate assistance for students in financial need  OR    Long-term support for scholarships

/

RESIDENTS OF THE UK, USA AND  
CANADA CAN FIND OUT HOW TO GIVE AT: 
campaign.unimelb.edu.au/ways-to-give/
international

MY CONTACT DETAILS

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

I have already included the University in my Will     

I intend to leave a bequest to the University when I make  
my Will/next update my Will

I am considering leaving a bequest to the University and 
would like some further information to be sent

The Chancellor’s Circle is the community of generous benefactors 
who demonstrate leadership and commitment to the University 
of Melbourne through gifts of $1,000 or more each year (which 
translates to $85 or more per month). The Chancellor’s Circle 
community is invited on occasion to special events in recognition  
of its ongoing support. 

For further information on the Chancellor’s Circle visit:
http://alumni.unimelb.edu.au/make-gift/chancellors-circle

Home Business Mobile

Name & Address:

PLEASE CONTACT ME AS:

Preferred Email:

Telephone:

Please return your form to:  
Advancement Office
The University of Melbourne  
Victoria 3010 Australia
Tel: +61 3 9035 4054    
Fax: +61 3 9348 0013     
Email: gift-processing@unimelb.edu.au     

ABN: 84 002 705 224 
Donations of $2 or more to University of Melbourne 
initiatives in Australia are tax-deductible for Australian tax 
payers. The information on this form is being collected by  
the Advancement Office at the University of Melbourne.  
You can contact us on +61 3 8344 1751. The information 
is being collected for the purpose of processing your gift and 
updating your contact details on the University’s relationship 
management database. The University may collect funds as 
an agent for affiliated colleges and semi-autonomous bodies, 
in which case the gift receipt will be issued by the University 
as an agent for the affiliated college or semi-autonomous 
body. You can access any personal information the University 
holds about you. The information will be used by authorised 
staff for the purpose for which it was collected and will be 
protected against unauthorised access and use. If ‘Other’ is 
selected, the University will endeavour to direct your donation 
to your preferred area of support. Where an exact area does 
not exist, the University will carefully select the closest 
match. The University has a detailed Privacy Policy. You can 
contact the Privacy Officer (privacy-officer@unimelb.edu.au) 
with questions about how the University deals with personal 
information. See: www.unimelb.edu.au/unisec/privacy/

You can donate online at campaign.unimelb.edu.au or by phone on +61 3 9035 4054
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